The PCR product of SCAR was ∼420 bp, which was identical to that previously reported for M. arenaria (Zijlstra et al. 2000) . To verify the nematode pathogenicity on lisianthus plants, individual plantlets of cv. Mariachi Blue, maintained in pots with sterilized soil (10
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Perineal patterns of females showed a low dorsal arch, with lateral field marked by forked and broken striae; phasmids apart 30.08 μm (27.67 to 33.23 μm) . No punctate markings between anus and tail terminus were observed, similar to the M. arenaria description. The measured M. arenaria J2 showed the following morphometric characters: body length = 483.05 ± 21.33 µm; body width = 15.04 ± 0,96 µm; a = 32.25 ± 2.6; c = 8.65 ± 0.67; DGO = 3.02 ± 0.43 µm; stylet = 13.14 ± 1.24 µm; tail length = 56.20 ± 5.27 µm; hyaline tail terminus = 9.70 ± 0.87 µm. The DNA fragment obtained showed a 754 bp length (GenBank accession no. KX151138) that was sequenced and analyzed, revealing more than 99.9% homology with M. arenaria sequence data from United States (EU364889) and South Africa (KC287191, KC287192, and JX987332) populations. The confirmation of nematode species identification was done by PCR speciesspecific SCAR using the primer set Far (5′TCGGCGATAGAGGTAAATGAC3′) and Rar (5′TCGGCGATAGACACTACAAACT3′).
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